Supplementary exercises for

The Shadow on the Stairs

By Ann Halam

________________________________________________________________________
1. Write down which person said the following sentences from the book. What was happening in the book when he/she said it? To whom did he/she say it? Why do you think he/she said it?

a. "I like you and I know you like me. I'm sure that this will work."

b. "Do what you like. I don't care."

c. "Do you want to go and stay with your Mum tomorrow night?"

d. "You didn't tell me because you knew I'd hate to have her move in."

e. "Hello. I finished my homework. What's on television?"

f.  "But I would never have told your Dad about your tape, if I had known how angry he'd 

    be. I just didn't think." 

g. "I've heard about that house, the one where you live. It's been haunted for years and 

    years."

h. "I thought it would make you move out, because you were scared of ghosts."

i.  "No. That's all right. I'll stay with Diane."

2. Fill in the words that are missing from the following sentences. Then find the words (either horizontally or vertically) in the box below.

a. Joe felt Maisie's hand on his _______. It was so cold that it felt like _______.

b. Joe thought anything was better than sitting in the _______ waiting for the ghost.

c. Maybe Joe had stepped on the ________ shadow without knowing it.

d. Diane and Joe heard the _______ and rain outside the kitchen window.

e. In a moment Joe would see the girl's dead face. He started to _______.

f. Joe's teacher had asked him to record a _______ of background sounds for a school 

    play.

g. Diane put her _______ on the wallpaper to find out if there was a door behind it.

h. Joe heard his Dad _______ on his bedroom door. 
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3. Fill in the missing words in the following sentences and then use them in sentences of your own:

Adjectives

a. Joe thought about all the _______ sounds he had put on his ghost tape.

b. Of course Joe's Dad was _______ when he found out what Joe had done.

c. The small attic room was almost _______ – there was only a small bed in it.

d. Joe thought Diane's plan to find the ghost was _______.

e. Maisie Day's Mum and Dad were too _______ to send her to a hospital.

f. Joe thought it was _______ that he could see a bricked-up window from the garden.

Nouns

a. Diane and Joe heard _______ coming up the stairs behind them.

b. Joe felt his _______ go red, and he turned away so his Dad wouldn't see it.

c. The ghost wasn't looking at Joe. She was standing with her _______ to him.

d. Diane used a _______ to light the two candles.

e. Every night Joe looked for the shadow on the attic _______.

f. Joe knew something was wrong. Diane and his Dad's _______ were too big.

Verbs

a. Joe _______ a lot of very scary sounds on a tape.

b. Diane said that if a little girl _______ like that, it's because she wants to be found.

c. Joe's Dad knew that Joe did not _______ Diane anymore.

d. Maisie Day's mother _______ the room so that the little children wouldn't catch the 
    fever.

e. In the dark, Joe heard someone _______ right by his ear.

f.  "I'm not doing it!" _______ Joe. "It's not me!"

4. Do you think Maisie Day comes back again? Is she happy that Joe, his Dad and Diane are using her attic room? Do you think she is a good ghost or an evil ghost? Is there anything else in the house she might like to show them? Write a short (2-4 pages) continuation of the story.

