Activities

Talking to Strangers
Anne Cassidy

____________________________________________________________________
Crossword

All the answers are found in the story.

After the question you can see the number of letters in the answer and the page in the story where you can find it.    
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Clues across
1. Maggie’s mum has a great ______ stomach (8, p. 6)

5. John says his dad works on an ___ ___ (3+3, p. 22)

6. “____ or twice Maggie had told them to “grow up” (4, p. 16)

8. The most common word in the book – and the language! (3)

10. The masculine pronoun for John! (2)

11. How long did Maggie spend in the girls’ toilets? (4, p. 18)

12. In what kind of shop does John’s mate’s mum work? (5, p. 14) 

Clues down
1. All over Long John Silver’s wall (6)
2. Long John Silver buries something in it (6, p.80)

3. Instead of arguing, what does Maggie’s mum get? (5, p. 11)
4. The men take them to search for Caroline (6, p. 7)

7. The man was released without charge, but the _____ is still open. (4, p. 54)
9. Married to Maggie’s mum is her ____  (3)

10. Pronoun object form of she (3)

The Film
This is a difficult but exciting assignment. The aim is to help you to think dramatically, as if you were making a film of the story. You can decide everything for yourselves. Below is just an idea. You don’t have to make the film, just write the film script. 

1.  There are 22 scenes in your film – one for each chapter.

2.  Work in pairs. 

3.  You can have one minute of film for each chapter – so your final film is about 25 minutes long. 

4. Each chapter could be a continuous film or 5-10 slides (stills) with an accompanying text. You can use the text in the story and add your own words to it.
e.g. Chapter 1
Slide 1: Caroline races past Maggie on her bike. Amy is watching
Soundtrack: Tricycle racing – children shouting in background

Text: Maggie:  Look out, Caroline! Not so fast! You’ll get run over.

Slide 2: Maggie puts her hand on her mum’s stomach.

Soundtrack: Music from the radio or cd-player
Text: Maggie: She’s kicking.

         Mum: She’s a big girl now! Thirty-four weeks.
Do you get the idea? Can you go on from here? Just imagine you are sending the idea and the script to a film director!!!

The Crime Journalist
Look at the style of the report in the newspaper on p. xx.

Discuss this style. What does a journalist need to write to make readers interested?

Look among other things at 

1. Paragraph and sentence structure

2. Choice of headlines

3. Choice of interesting words

Assignment in pairs:

Imagine your newspaper editor has sent you to out to “cover” the story after the book has ended. Write half a page in journalist style to interest your readers. You can make it “sensationalist” if you like, or you can just stick to the facts. 

Decide on your headline, your sub-headline and three photographs to accompany your story. 
The Trial 

Turn your classroom into a courtroom and put any or all of the following on trial:


Long John Silver


The Material Man


John Cullen

First, decide what the charge is.


Then give everyone a role. You will need to learn some legal words to make it really good

Here are the people in the courtroom:


Court officials: 

a judge (perhaps with two deputies as well) 

a secretary 

an usher (who calls in the witnesses)

 
a jury of 12 people (you could give them ‘real’ names and 
identities)



         The two accused

Two prosecution lawyers

Two defence lawyers.


Witnesses for the prosecution



        Witnesses for the 





              defence.

In the public section:

Journalists, friends of the victim or the accused. 

NB 1. You can agree beforehand that the accused are innocent or guilty. Or, as in a real trial, you can leave it to the jury to decide. 

NB 2. You could also create a scene where the class watches the jury at work. You can listen to their arguments but you can’t interrupt them!

NB 3.  You can also link the two assignments together, so that the crime journalists also write about the trial. This could be an ongoing process if the journalists also interview the involved people. You can even film the trial! 
