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After reading

Text messaging

· Imagine you are in Liam’s situation throughout the story. You have a mobile phone with you while all this is happening. The problem is that you haven’t topped up your balance and you know there would only be enough credit left for three text messages.

Now you have to decide:

· Who are you going to text? 

· What kind of situation you are in?

· How do you want your contact to help you?

· Write all your considerations down and discuss it with a partner.

Write your messages as text messages.
· Write the text message you send and the replies you are getting back from your contact.

· See text-short-forms below. Maybe you’re able to add more to the list?

CU
see you 
@
at

CU@
see you at

BB
bye bye

LOL
lots of love

ASAP
as soon as possible

IC
I see

GR8
great (gr-eight)

2day
today

2night
tonight

W84ME    wait for me

Liam and Rory like to play on words and make a lot of fun together. They are now into text messaging where they are using lots of special spellings to save space when they text. Match the words in A with its correct meaning in B.
	A
	B

	1)  alryt?
	a)  I don’t know

	2)  won
	b)  homework

	3)  yeh
	c)  love

	4)  wanna
	d)  how are you?

	5)  gonna
	e)  because

	6)  hwk
	f)  hello

	7)  dunno
	g)  going out

	8)  wotbout
	h)  what about?

	9)  gd
	I)  what

	10) hiya
	j)  good

	11) brill
	k)  want to

	12) coz
	l)  yes

	13) luv
	m) probably

	14) txb
	n) brilliant

	15) prob
	o) text back


Look at the adjectives below to describe personality and character. Decide which words have positive meaning and which have negative meaning?
aggressive, calm, careful, practical, likeable, warm, shy, serious, critical, greedy, family-oriented, mean, sensitive, impatient, observant, self-centred, friendly, curious, self-confident, cheerful, reserved, romantic, down-to-earth, hard-working, nosy, good, stupid, innocent, faithful, funny,

	Positive
	Negative
	Both positive and negative

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


· Decide which character from Safe House you would like to represent.

· Choose five words from the list above that you think describes your character and ask your partner to guess which words you have chosen.

· Did you hit the same words? Why or why not?
· Decide what you like or dislike about your character. 
Survey: Are you good in a crisis?
When people call for “help” do you run towards them or run away from them?

A) Your friend’s nose is bleeding. You quickly:

1. put his head back (so he is looking to the ceiling)

2. put his head down (so he is looking at the floor)

3. wash his face.

B) Help! Your friend has swallowed something poisonous. What are you not supposed to do:

1. give her a drink of water.

2. make her sick

3. call the doctor

C) Your friend has burned his arm, but not badly

1. you call the ambulance

2. you hold it under the cold water tap for ten minutes

3. you put a bandage on it

It’s hard to know how we react in a crisis.

· Have you ever been in a situation where you were surprised by your own eaction? 

· Find examples in the book of how Liam is coping with crises. Focus on the emotions: fear, hate, anger and courage. Discuss how these emotions have an influence on Liam’s actions.

Friendship

Liam believes that Rory is his best friend. How do you think Liam would answer the following questions about friendship? 

Read the questions and circle a number between 1 and 5.

1) I strongly agree, 2) I generally disagree, 3) I’m not sure, 4) I generally agree, 

5) I strongly agree
1. My ideal friend should have a good sense of humour
1
2
3
4
5

2. My ideal friend should share his things with me
1
2
3
4
5

3. My ideal friend must let me do whatever I want
1
2
3
4
5

4. My ideal friend should never argue or fight with me
1
2
3
4
5

5. My ideal friend can’t have other friends than me
1
2
3
4
5

6. My ideal friend must be Catholic
1
2
3
4
5

7. My ideal friend shouldn’t keep any secrets from me
1
2
3
4
5

8. My ideal friend’s parents and my parents must get on well
1
2
3
4
5

9. My ideal friend should want to do everything together
1
2
3
4
5

10. My ideal friend should have the same interests as me
1
2
3
4
5

Find proofs in the text of whether you are right or wrong about Liam’s and Rory’s friendship.

How would you answer the questions yourself?

For example: I generally agree that my friend should have the same interests as me. What about you?

What other questions would you like to ask about friendship?

Youth Circus why or why not?

hyperlink: WWW.belfastcircus.com
Look at “The Belfast community Youth Circus’ ” homepage and describe how the Youth Circus works today. 

Write a letter to a friend where you want to convince him or her that it’s a good idea to join. Maybe you think it would be good fun to do things together with people of different religions. Maybe you think that physical activities are great fun to share with a friend or…?

Imagine that some people are looking for the same opportunity in your hometown. They want to establish an organization for young people that focuses on activities across religious orientation.

· You think it’s a good idea and want to support them by writing an open letter about it where you argue that it’s important for the area.

· You think it’s a bad idea and you want to start a debate by writing an open letter where you argue that it’s a bad idea for the area. 
Try to use as many of the expressions below as possible. Maybe you know even more expressions that would fit to the list?

In my opinion,… Hang on,… the problem is,… I really think,…The worst thing is,…On the whole,…The point is,…Strangely enough,…Eventually,…If you ask me,…Imagine,…In fact,…The thing is,…Actually,…I see what you mean,…Basically,…All in all,…

Imagine that you are representing The Mole, Dan Fogarty or Madame Dubois at a debate meeting about whether Protestant or Catholic children should mix.

During the debate try to use as many of the expressions above as possible. Each time you use one, cross it off. The first person to use five of the expressions is the winner

Historical background knowledge. 
Hyperlink this: CBBC Newsround | Guides | UK | Northern Ireland | What happened? Guide to Nothern Ireland 
History

http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_1610000/newsid_1613000/1613058.stm
Use the timeline below to get an overview of things and maybe study some of the aspects in a project about Northern Ireland.

1169-1171

The Normans are operating from Bristol in England and become involved in Celtic tribal disagreements in Ireland at the invitation of the King of Dublin Dermot Mc Murrough. Their main leader is The Earl of Pembroke in Wales Richard Fitz Gilbert de Clare known as ‘STRONGBOW’. He quickly overcomes Celtic resistance and marries Dermot’s daughter Aoife.

1171
Dermot McMurrough dies. Strongbow stops a rebellion of the Irish and declares himself lord of the province. This leads to the intervention of the English king Henry II who does not like the idea of an independent Norman kingdom on his west coast. Strongbow swears loyalty to the English king and is given the province of Leinster with Dublin as its capital.

1175
Henry II and Rory O Connor, high-king of Ireland, agree that Rory will rule the unconquered parts of Ireland as Henry’s subject.

1176 

Death of Strongbow.

1177
Conquest of modern day Ulster or Northern Ireland by John de Courcy. Henry II’s son John (later bad king John) is given the title Lord of Ireland.

1185

Prince John’s first visit to Ireland. The occupation of lands in Limerick begins.

1210
Second visit by King John receives submission of Irish kings.

1211-1315
Gradual takeover of the rest of Ireland, movement of settlers from England onto the land.

1315
Irish kings become involved in war between England and Scotland. Edward Bruce declares himself ‘King of Ireland’. Over the next fifteen years the English lose control of parts of Ireland especially Ulster.

1361
English army under Prince Lionel of Clarence lands to regain control.

1366
Parliament at Kilkenny under Prince Lionel establishes English law. English settlers are forbidden to use Irish language and customs.

1394-1399

King Richard 11 of England tries to regain control of Ireland without a definite result.

1400-1540
Following rebellions Henry V111 declared King of Ireland. The English prepare to ‘PLANT’ English settlers in Ireland in an area around Dublin.

1558
Elizabeth 1 becomes queen of England. A Protestant ruler like her father ,she tries to force the Catholic Irish to become Protestant. Various attempts are made to re-conquer all of Ireland by English troops operating from the Dublin area.

1601
After a long period of rebellion by Ulster they are beaten by the English.

1608
The PLANTATION OF SCOTISH SETTLERS IN 6 OF THE 9 ULSTER COUNTIES IS DECIDED.

1621

More PLANTATIONS are planned for other parts of Ireland.

1625
Charles 1st is King of England He decides that He will tolerate Irish Catholics in return for taxes, this annoys the Protestant settlers.

1642
English civil war begins between Charles 1st (Royalists) and Parliamentarian forces (Roundheads) under Oliver Cromwell.

1647
Roundheads win and in 1649 Charles 1 is beheaded. Cromwell’s troops arrive in Ireland, massacres of Catholics take place in towns of Drogheda and Wexford. By 1652 they have conquered Ireland.

1654-5 

English soldiers are given lands in Ireland. The native Irish are driven off to the poorer Western part of the country.

1685 

A new Catholic King — James II. This is welcomed by Irish Catholics who hope to get their lands back. Catholics are again given positions of power in Ireland. A CATHOLIC ARMY is started, which frightens Protestants both in England and Ireland. A new IRISH PARLIAMENT is planned — most of the members would be Catholics.

1688

The Dutch WILLIAM OF ORANGE AND HIS ENGLISH WIFE MARY, BOTH PROTESTANT, ARE INVITED TO TAKE UP THE THRONE OF ENGLAND. James II flees to France and then comes to Ireland.

1690
William and his army arrive in Ireland to fight James II. In a decisive battle at the Boyne river William’s army win and by 1691 have re-conquered Ireland. This battle is remembered by PROTESTANTS every July 12th all over the six counties of Northern Ireland. It marks the beginning of domination by a minority of Protestants.

A series of laws against Catholics are passed. They become second class citizens. It is difficult for Catholics to own land and Catholic priests are forbidden.

1798
A major rebellion takes place under Wolfe Tone with the help of French troops, but it is crushed.

1829 

Catholic emancipation act passed allowing Catholics to be members of Parliament.

1800 

Act of Union: Ireland is now part of Great Britain

1847-1849 Failure of potato crop leads to starvation in Ireland. Mass-emigration to the USA.

1858
Irish Republican Brotherhood Formed, start of IRA

1873 

Home Rule league founded to fight for self -government

1913 

Strikes and riots in Dublin after Home Rule rejected by British Parliament.

1914
Outbreak of first- world war

1916
Major revolt in Dublin known as the Easter rising. General Post Office occupied, Dublin becomes a battlefield. The rebellion is crushed by the British army and 16 of its leaders are executed. De Valera (later to become president of the Republic of Ireland) escapes execution because of his American citizenship, the British do not want to anger American public opinion as they want America to enter the war on their side against Germany.

1916-1922 

The struggle for independence becomes a bitter guerrilla war under the leadership of Michael Collins. The British release prisoners from their jails to go and fight the Irish. These “Black and Tans” carry out many massacres.

1922

The British agree with Michael Collins to give Ireland independence but will keep six counties in the north as a part of Great Britain.

An Irish civil war starts between those who support the agreement and those who want to fight on. Michael Collins is murdered but the rebels are defeated.

1954-1962

The IRA (which is illegal) starts attacks on the border areas of Northern Ireland.

1968 

There are street battles between Catholics and the Royal Ulster Constabulary.

1969 

“Peoples Democracy” march from Belfast to Derry inspired by Martin Luther King’s movement in the USA. First bombs in IRA campaign. British army sent to Northern Ireland to keep the peace.

1970 

“Provisional IRA” formed after split with old “Official IRA”.

1971

Internment (jail) without trial introduced in Northern Ireland. Ian Paisley forms the Democratic Unionist Party.

1972-1997

PIRA bombing campaign. The Bloody Sunday Massacre of Catholics by British soldiers.

1997
PIRA declare ceasefire.

1998 

Good Friday Agreement — Catholic rights are guaranteed by the British Government.

Northern Ireland now returns to peace. Catholics and Protestants share power and IRA leaders such as Martin McGuinness and Gerry Adams sit in government alongside Loyalists such as Ian Paisley.

by Anthony Dennis
2008
“The British position now is that if a majority want it, then the six counties can join a United Ireland. Only the future can tell what will happen, but the peace seems to be holding.”

Hyperlink this: CBBC Newsround | UK | Soldiers leaving Northern Ireland
http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_6920000/newsid_6923400/6923488.stm
Do you think the British army will leave Northern Ireland eventually?

Hyperlink this: CBBC Newsround | UK | Historic day for Northern Ireland

http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_6630000/newsid_6633700/6633737.stm
What has actually happened after this historical
